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come a part of other races in blood and in cooperation. True, you have 
created a book kncwn as the Bible; but not even a bible comprehends the 
whole of what we know as modem life. A bible will not operate the 
business of a nation nor of a world. The so-called spiritual things in 
human nature must join themselves to the inevitable programme of eco- 
nomic life to accomplish a rounded purpose. 

If you insist that God made the Jewish race, you must admit the 
same of other races. All have varying capacities and deficiencies. But 
all men should be able to find mental food and spiritual refreshment in 
any country devoted to political freedom, and in working out with such 
peoples the varied problems of further human elevation. 

Americans are a chosen people in that they have put into operation 
certain social and political principles, and share these principles and 
privileges freely with all nations. That constitutes the superiority of 
America. And so long as America maintains this spirit we will remain 
superior to all races as races, because we perpetuate a common brother- 
hood regardless of race or creed. We aspire to universal life. 

I like the sentiment expressed by Marcus Aurelius : " We are all 
made for cooperation, like the hands and the feet, and the upper and 
lower teeth." Commerce, in so far as it ministers to human wants, is a 
thoroughly spiritual employment. Any task that is necessary to the 
maintenance of the social welfare is noble labor. The spirit one brings 
to one's task represents the measure of one's cooperation in the work of 
the world. And this, in turn, becomes the measure of a man. 

The spirit of cooperation is loftier than the spirit of race. To refuse 
to become a unit in the amalgam of modern life is to be caught in the 
eddy, while the stream of progress and endeavor sweeps onward. 

Races have their phases and their periods of transition. An exces- 
sively commercial era may be material to a fault. Or it may, like the 
trend now strongly evident in America, represent a robust practical blend- 
ing of the two essentials of wholesome living. 

I am proud of my race. But I am prouder of its world ideals, and 
its practical sense in carrying them forward in a practical manner for the 
betterment of human existence. 

A Reader. 

New York City. 

THE HEBREW AND THE MODERN WORLD 

Sir, — Great good can come from discussion of the place in the world 
occupied by the Hebrew, and the article in the December number of 
your magazine was a truthful and pitiable word picture of the struggle 
going on in the minds of that people. Suffering is always worthy of 
respect and alleviation, and only more so when not brought about by 
weakness or error. 

The mystery to me is that the central reason for the condition that 
has partially ostracized the Jew is not clear to every man that has given 
the matter consideration, be he Jew or Gentile. Certainly, if in the 
weak judgment of man there is an unpardonable sin, it is to differ. Like 
begets like, and holds for its progeny an unlimited love. Fondly to his 
breast, through the generations, the Jew has hugged the delusion th^t 
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he is of the chosen of God. Had he, himself, thought of himself as an 
unmarked bit of humanity, he today would be like unto others, and such 
merit as he possessed would be an element in the make-up of the com- 
mon man. 

The Jew is suffering from a chronic state of the same malady that 
in the German has become acute, and is fast taking from him the splendid 
strength that might have been a mighty factor in making the world a 
better home for man. 

If the Jew wiU curb his puny pride, drop the superstition that he 
is a special messenger of God, and learn not to be thankful that he is 
not as others, then sooner or later the Gentile will drop his silly perse- 
cution of the individual of today for what was done in years gone by 
by a people who let a few fear-driven priests, operating under the first 
law of nature, do their thinking for them. 

Prinetillk, Ore. P. C. Garrison. 

SOUND VIEWS OF A PLAIN MAN 

Sir, — I have been reading your January number and am moved to ex- 
press the views of a plain man, who may be nameless, hence with no 
ulterior motives, etc. 

I regarded your excoriation of the Kaiser in the December number as 
the most absolutely red-blooded American expression so far, but alas, I 
seem to be somewhat alone in my opinions and views. There is a spirit of 
fat indifference and torpid stupidity on many sides. Who that remembers 
the Nation springing to arms in defense of poor Cuba can but wonder at 
our attitude for two years before and since entering the war. Why, oh, 
why ! But enough. Something has changed with the American people. As 
to Roosevelt. Why, oh, why, again. Even his opponents would like to see 
him at the head of 500,000 volunteers in France who would follow him 
like a knight of old. But something which a common plain man cannot 
fathom keeps this high-minded, energetic, ardent patriot buried. At that, 
I am strictly against his idea of keeping up military training after the 
war. That is why I understand we are in this war, to police the world 
in future with the overwhelming power of the Entente so that there need 
be no strictly military programmes, except as police force and for gym- 
nastic results, etc. 

You say nothing about aeroplanes, and this is, I think, our most ter- 
rible mistake. If we had been ready with unnumbered thousands of aero- 
planes, bombists, etc., several months ago, we could have pulverized Ger- 
man frontiers to splinters, of course at frightful loss of men and machines, 
but small compared to this dragging, undecisive warfare. But it " takes 
ten years for ideas to penetrate." To build a ship takes six months or a 
year, with labor troubles, shipways to prepare, material to commandeer, 
etc., to endless confusion. Aeroplanes can be turned out anywhere and 
everywhere to standard literally in thousands; the Allies have begged us 
for them time and again, and yet we fight with Congress, and ponderous 
delay goes on. We ought to have $2,000,000 more right away, and it 
would be a good chance that the shipping programme could be halved with 
speedy victory. The South American countries should be called on to 
furnish labor; we have the money and the material; why can't Brazil 
send us 100,000 skilled men? — also the other South Americans lined 



